How To Make Your Leather Work Boots Last Much Longer
Good boots come with an expensive price tag. Cheap boots won’t last and are usually poor
quality.
If you are like me, you probably have a pair or two of good, quality boots and want them to
last as long as long as possible. However, I drag mine daily through mud, water, snow,
rocks and rough terrains. Is it possible to delay the inevitable and make them last longer?
The simple answer is “Yes, you can!” All you have to do it to take adequate care of your
leather boots. Take good care of them and they will be loyal companion in your day-to-day
activities at work. Sometimes it is a real struggle to get the best work boots for your specific
needs, so make sure you do your best to make them last.
Step 1: Clean them every day
You clean your hands after you get home, right. Clean your boots often, too. Every time you
get home with dirt or mud stuck to your boots, let it dry and brush it off. A cheap plastic
brush is good enough. Brush gently to remove the dirt. It’s a bit messy, and if you don’t want
to ruin your carpet or floorings, just do it outside or use a lot of paper.
Step 2: Dry them well

A stand up dryer is a very good investment. A decent piece costs less than 40 bucks and
will last you a lifetime. It will dry your boots overnight and in the early morning they will be
ready for the next day at work. The dryer can also be used for other stuff as well - e.g. hats
or gloves, but you should get the proper adaptor first. If your household has more than one
person working outside in the bad weather, get each one a dryer. It makes an excellent
present and will serve them well! Be wary of cheap Chinese dryers, though. Remember the
basic rule of the thumb and don’t buy cheap. Most comfortable work boots serve you well
and deserve to be treated well.

Never dry your boots near a fireplace or open fire. They will get too much heat at once and
cause premature cracking of the upper.
Step 3: Oil the boots regularly
Pull out the laces - we don’t want them to get on our way. Brush away all the dirt with a
brush. Put your hand inside the boot so your fingers touch the front part of the boot. Get a
good oil (this is praised as one of the best) and use a fair amount of it in the area between
the upper and the sole. Rub the oil well in the seam. This helps preserve one of the most
prone to failure parts of your boots. Rub the excess oil to the upper of the boot. Add some
more oil and get around the whole boot and don’t forget the tongues. Rub oil in all the
stitching too, as these have to withstand constant abuse, too.

When you work in the winter, apart from all the harsh conditions, your boots have to
withstand salt as it is used on the roads. Make sure you oil your boots at least once a month
to keep them in great condition.
Step 4: Let them dry and use them again
Let your boots dry in a cool, dry place overnight. Wipe the excess residue with a towel.
Bonus step: find a decent shoe-repair man. Don’t get rid of your boots the instant they
show some minor wear. Get them to repair instead to get the most for your buck.
These simple steps will ensure you get the maximum mileage from your boots. Depending
on the work conditions the exact lifespan will vary, but will definitely be longer than usual.
Good luck and be safe!

